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COMMUNITY SPORTING AND RECREATION FACILITIES FUND � INCREASE 

467. Mr I.C. BLAYNEY to the Minister for Sport and Recreation: 

I noted with interest the changes the minister announced this morning regarding the $20 million election 
commitment to increase community sporting and recreation facilities funding. Can the minister please advise 
what this will mean for prospective applicants within my electorate, given the recent community sporting and 
recreation facilities fund cheque I presented to the Geraldton Hockey Association? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON replied: 

I thank the member. What this means for not only the member for Geraldton but also all members� electorates is 
greater funding in the community sporting and recreation facilities fund program, and also � 

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: When I made the ministerial statement this morning, there was hardly anyone from the 
other side of the house in this place! The mouse was here; he is always here! 

Mr D.A. Templeman: And I was listening closely, don�t you worry about that! 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Members need to know this because � 

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I would like members to let their electorates know about this and help us to get the word 
out because it is a good story. The increase in the CSRF funding provides more funds and more flexibility. It will 
deliver more good projects to grassroots sport and recreation in our communities; not only that, by having more 
projects take place, it will help provide stimulus for jobs.  

In the eight years I have been in Parliament, the sporting and recreation facilities program funding has remained 
pretty much the same. The CSRFF is a great fund and it has delivered a lot. The problem is that over those eight 
years the costs of building, and costs generally, exploded, so the program is losing its relevance. The fund was 
not able to provide what it should and what it used to provide. Therefore, by putting the extra money into it, we 
have enabled it to catch up, if we like, and to be relevant again and to deliver properly. Also, some of the 
requirements are reasonably onerous, particularly for smaller groups et cetera, so we have tried to make it easier 
by having two small grant rounds, as well as the major round. Small grants of up to $150 000 will be easier to 
apply for, so there will not be as much stress placed on local volunteers, and there will be three options each 
year. I think that is a good thing because it gives flexibility, and I think it should benefit all of us in the state.  

In addition to that, apart from the small grants, we have introduced what we are calling a development bonus. 
Over time sports groups have experienced more difficulty in finding funding; the government provides one-third 
and some groups are finding it more difficult to find the other two-thirds. Therefore, the incentive package with 
the development bonus looks at things such as regional and remote projects�the fund previously did a bit of 
that; the co-location of facilities; groups that are trying to increase participation amongst low participation 
groups; and sustainability initiatives, such as saving water, power et cetera.  

Mr M.P. Murray: Minister, what about the standalone pre-election promises that are not being honoured? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: No; the election promises are being honoured. 

This program will give an incentive for groups to get the government to provide up to 50 per cent funding for 
projects that meet those requirements, which will take some of the pressure off local governments and some 
sporting funds. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: Minister, what is the percentage going to the city? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: About 58 per cent went to country Western Australia in the last round and, obviously, 
42 per cent went to the city. That is something that over the past eight years previous sports ministers from the 
opposite side have made a strong point of letting me know. That is sort of the way it has gone and that can 
change from year to year. An independent panel makes that decision. Therefore, that is fine and that is how it has 
worked out. 
Mr E.S. Ripper: That is your explanation for the Liberal Party room! 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: No, that is the truth. I am sure previous sports ministers would acknowledge that is the 
truth because that is the way it has gone over the years. I could find out the percentages from the past 10 years, if 
the member wants me to.  
I think our community groups are probably winners on two fronts: there is more opportunity because of the 
increased funding and there is more flexibility that will make it easier, particularly for volunteers who are busier 
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and busier, to access these grants. I will continue to monitor this grants program and continue to try to make 
improvements to it as we go along. I welcome any suggestions from the opposition. We will forward details of 
this grant to members� electorate offices so that they understand exactly how it works. 
 


